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1. Introductions
Good evening, everyone.
| welcome and thank you all for attending today's conferment
ceremony for Dr Wayne Lawrence, who received the Order of the
Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette from His Majesty the Emperor of
Japan. I'm sure everyone here is well aware of Dr Lawrence’s
contributions over the years to the development of Japanese studies
and language education in NZ. Dr Lawrence received the Japanese
Foreign Minister’'s commendation in 2017 and has continued with his
outstanding efforts to the present. So, as a renewed privilege of the
Consul General in Auckland, | would like to look back on the highlight
of his achievements together.

2. Achievements (1) as a linguist

Since entering the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies in 1978
as a Japanese Government Scholarship student ([E% 8 524:), Dr
Lawrence has consistently conducted research on the Japanese
language making the most of his mathematical technique. Through
research and academic exchange, he has promoted the development
of research in Japanese linguistics, phonetics and phonology. In
particular, he is highly regarded for his systematic comparative
research into the various Ryukyu dialects in the Okinawa islands.

In 2008, he was awarded the Kinjo Choei Prize by the
OKINAWA Culture Association, which is awarded to researchers who
have made significant contributions in the fields of language and
anthropology related to Okinawa. Dr Lawrence is the first and only
foreigner to receive the Prize.



Since 2009, he has been one of the few foreign researchers to
participate in the National Institute for Japanese Language and
Linguistics' joint research project on the investigation and
preservation of languages and dialects in danger of disappearing,
focusing on dialects from Miyako-jima, Kikai-jima, Hachijo-jima dialect
and Mutsu (Aomori Prefecture).

3. Achievements (2) Japanese language education in NZ

In addition to his research, Dr Lawrence has taught Japanese
at the University of Auckland for almost 40 years. Many Kiwi students
have become interested in the Japanese language attending his
classes, and he has nurtured many future language educators. Also,
he has established one of the few courses in classical Japanese,
providing a valuable opportunity for students to deepen
understanding of Japanese culture and history.

4. Achievements (3) Promotion of Exchange

In addition, he has supported our activities through the JET
Programme, as a member of the selection committee for the
Japanese Government Scholarship and as an examiner for the
Japanese Language Proficiency Test (JLPT). He is truly a bridge
between Japan and NZ.

5. Conclusion

To conclude, Dr Lawrence, | would like to express my
tremendous respect and gratitude for your endless love of the
Japanese language and people’s diverse culture behind your
achievements. | would like to say wholeheartedly to you, your families,
friends and colleagues present here, Congratulations, %= T &
9 Z Z U E . On behalf of all my staff, | wish you all the best in your
future endeavors.
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